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1
REAL-TIME ASSET TRACKING USING
DISCOVERY SERVICES

BACKGROUND

An enterprise uses a supply chain to transform and move a
product or service from one or more suppliers (entities, part-
ners or companies) to a customer in a manufacturing process.
The supply chain is a system that can involve various organi-
zations and people inside and outside of the enterprise. Addi-
tionally, the supply chain can utilize technologies, activities,
and information to transform natural resources, raw materials
and components from the one or more suppliers into a fin-
ished product that can be delivered to customer.

As the product makes its way through the supply chain, the
enterprise may move the product between various suppliers.
The suppliers can share product related data along the supply
chain. However, the suppliers may want to maintain the con-
fidentiality of information related to the product movement
and transformation as the enterprise moves the product
between suppliers. This is particularly relevant in an ad hoc
supply chain with dynamically changing suppliers. The enter-
prise can determine the trade-off between the need to share
information along the supply chain and the non-proliferation
of'confidential information to competitors or others outside of
the supply chain. Sharing information between suppliers
along the supply chain can result in each supplier providing
additional services that benefit the manufacture of the prod-
uct. The sharing of information can also result in manufac-
turing process optimizations and improvements resulting in
reduced manufacturing costs.

SUMMARY

Implementations of the present disclosure include methods
of'sharing data in a supply chain, the data corresponding to an
item having a tag associated therewith. In some implementa-
tions, methods include actions of storing item-level data in a
computer-readable repository, determining endpoint data
associated with the item-level data, the endpoint data indicat-
ing a location of the item-level data, determining a random
number from the tag, the random number being unique to the
item, selecting a first integer and a second integer, generating
a first public key based on the first integer and a semi-public
key based on the second integer, generating an identifier
based on the first public key and the random number, gener-
ating a key based on the semi-public key and the random
number, encrypting the endpoint data using the key to provide
encrypted endpoint data, defining a tuple comprising the
identifier and the encrypted endpoint data, and transmitting
the tuple over a network for storage in a persistent storage
device.

In some implementations, actions further include generat-
ing a value based on the semi-public key and the random
number, wherein generating the encryption key is based on a
pseudo-random function that maps the value to the key.

In some implementations, actions further include provid-
ing the first public key to a second party, the second party
seeking access to the encrypted data.

In some implementations, actions further include transmit-
ting the semi-public key to a second party, the second party
seeking access to the encrypted endpoint data.

In some implementations, actions further include transmit-
ting the random number to the second party.

In some implementations, actions further include generat-
ing a third integer, generating a second public key based on
the first integer, the third integer, and the random number, and
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transmitting the second public key over the network for stor-
age in the persistent storage device, the second public key
used by the persistent storage device to determine the storing
of the tuple.

In some implementations, a first party generates the key
and transmits the key to a second party to enable the second
party to access to the tuple for the item.

In some implementations, a first party generates the key
and the identifier and transmits the key and the identifier to a
second party to enable the second party to access data corre-
sponding to items that the second party possessed.

In some implementations, the first party generates the key
and the identifier and transmits the key and the identifier to a
second party to enable the second party to access data corre-
sponding to items that the first party possessed.

In some implementations, the tag includes a machine-read-
able medium comprising at least one of a the machine-read-
able medium, such as radio frequency identification (RFID)
data, in a 2-dimensional (2D) bar code, and/or in a QR code.

Implementations ofthe present disclosure include methods
of'sharing data in a supply chain, the data corresponding to an
item having a tag associated therewith. In some implementa-
tions, methods include actions of receiving at least one of a
key and a semi-public key from a second party, identifying a
public key associated with the second party, generating a
query based on a random number, the random number being
unique to the item, transmitting the query over a network to a
third party, receiving, from the third party, one or more tuples
identified by the third party based on the query, each tuple of
the one or more tuple comprising respective encrypted end-
point data, and decrypting the encrypted endpoint data based
on at least one of the key and the semi-public key to provide
endpoint data.

In some implementations, actions further include generat-
ing a request for item-level data associated with the item, and
transmitting the request based on a location indicated by the
endpoint data.

In some implementations, actions further include receiv-
ing, in response to the request, the item-level data.

In some implementations, actions further include deter-
mining an identifier based on the public key and a random
number, the random number being unique to the item, the
query including the identifier.

In some implementations, actions further include generat-
ing a value based on the random number, the query including
the value.

In some implementations, the first party generates the key
and transmits the key to a second party to enable the second
party to access to the tuple for the item.

In some implementations, actions further include the first
party generates the key and the identifier and transmits the key
and the identifier to a second party to enable the second party
to access to data corresponding to items that the second party
possessed.

In some implementations, actions further include the first
party generates the key and the identifier and transmits the key
and the identifier to a second party to enable the second party
to access data corresponding to items that the first party
possessed.

In some implementations, actions further include the tag
includes a machine-readable medium comprising at least one
of a the machine-readable medium, such as radio frequency
identification (RFID) data, in a 2-dimensional (2D) bar code,
and/or in a QR code.

The present disclosure also provides a computer-readable
storage medium coupled to one or more processors and hav-
ing instructions stored thereon which, when executed by the
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one or more processors, cause the one or more processors to
perform operations in accordance with implementations of
the methods provided herein.

The present disclosure further provides a system for imple-
menting the methods provided herein. The system includes
one or more processors, and a computer-readable storage
medium coupled to the one or more processors having
instructions stored thereon which, when executed by the one
or more processors, cause the one or more processors to
perform operations in accordance with implementations of
the methods provided herein.

It is appreciated that methods in accordance with the
present disclosure can include any combination of the aspects
and features described herein. That is to say that methods in
accordance with the present disclosure are not limited to the
combinations of aspects and features specifically described
herein, but also include any combination of the aspects and
features provided.

The details of one or more embodiments of the present
disclosure are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the
description below. Other features and advantages of the
present disclosure will be apparent from the description and
drawings, and from the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example system architec-
ture that can execute implementations of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of example data that can be provided
from a tag associated with an item.

FIG. 3 is a diagram depicting example steps for secure
sharing of item-level data in accordance with the present
disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example process that
can be executed to encrypt endpoint data for storage in a
central database.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example process that
can be executed to decrypt endpoint data stored in a central
database.

FIG. 6 is a schematic illustration of example computer
systems that can be used to execute implementations of the
present disclosure.

Like reference symbols in the various drawings indicate
like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Implementations of the present disclosure are generally
directed to enabling item level services through secure shar-
ing of data within a supply chain. An enterprise may optimize
their supply chain by sharing or exchanging item-level data
that includes specific data regarding each item used in the
manufacture of a product with other entities or companies in
the supply chain that may use the same item. More particu-
larly, implementations of the present disclosure are directed
to a distributed repository architecture that includes a discov-
ery service, and an encryption scheme. In some examples,
endpoint data that points to respective locations (e.g., data
repositories) where item-level data is stored can be encrypted
using the encryption scheme and can be made available to
entities through a third-party discovery service. In accor-
dance with the present disclosure, the encryption scheme
enables the enforcement of item-level access control by the
data owner, is efficient in the number of keys required by the
data owner, and is confidential even with respect to the third-
party providing the discovery service.
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In some implementations, endpoint data is partitioned and
tuples corresponding to a particular item are spread across a
number of data repositories. For example, each entity can
store item-level data (e.g., that the entity generates) in an
entity-specific repository. In some examples, an entity can
submit a query (e.g., to the third-party discovery service),
which can be used to search for locations of item-level data
corresponding to a particular item (e.g., in all data reposito-
ries of the distributed repository architecture).

The use ofitem-level tracking by an entity for items in their
supply chain may enable the entity to collect information
regarding the item from a machine-readable medium (e.g., by
scanning an RFID tag or 2D bar code for the item). Although
implementations of the present disclosure are discussed with
respect to storing item information on a machine-readable
medium, it is appreciated that the item information can be
printed as to be human readable. The machine-readable
medium can provide a sequence of elements that include a
unique identifier for the item, a timestamp, and location and
situation specific data for the item. The entity can record or
store the elements in a “tuple” as item-level datainalocal data
repository associated with the entity. Consequently, a plural-
ity of local data repositories can be provided, each local data
repository being associated with a specific entity that is a
member of the supply chain. In accordance with implemen-
tations of the present disclosure, entities can enforce access
control to the item-level data by other entities in the supply
chain. Entities in the supply chain sharing data may need to
gain access to data provided by multiple enterprises.

In some implementations, an entity can encrypt endpoint
data and transmit the encrypted endpoint data for storage in a
central repository. The encrypted endpoint data can be pro-
vided to other entities in a supply chain. In some examples,
endpoint data can identify a data endpoint where item-level
data is stored. In some examples, the endpoint data can iden-
tify a location where certain data can be queried. In some
examples, the endpoint data can include a uniform resource
indicator (UR]) (e.g., a uniform resource locator (URL) that
provides an address of a website or web service), an Internet
protocol (IP) address of a file transfer protocol (FTP) server,
and/or the name, address and/or telephone number of a person
or entity.

In some examples, the central repository can be provided
as cloud storage included in a cloud computing system hosted
by a third party (e.g., a service provider). The cloud storage
service provider can manage and maintain the central reposi-
tory where entities can store encrypted endpoint data that is
associated with particular items for sharing with and access
by other entities. Encrypting the endpoint data stored in a
cloud-based data repository enables the data owner to deter-
mine and enforce eventual access control to item-level data as
only entities that have knowledge of a private key for use in
decrypting the endpoint data are able to read the endpoint data
stored in the cloud-based data repository. In some implemen-
tations, the service provider might not be aware of the private
key. As such, the service provider is unable to decrypt the
encrypted endpoint data and additionally would not be able to
distribute the private key, intentionally or unintentionally, to
any entities. In this manner, the confidentiality of the stored
endpoint data can be maintained.

Sharing and exchanging of item-level data among entities
in the supply chain can enable the use of various applications
for analysis of the data. For example, anti-counterfeiting
applications, supply chain benchmarking applications and
applications that identify target batch recalls can use the
shared item-level data to provide information to the entities in
the supply chain.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example system 100 that
can execute implementations of the present disclosure. The
system 100 enables n number of entities (examples of which
are entities 114, 116, 118, 120) access, by way of a network
102, to acentral computer 106 that includes a central database
112 and a central server 110. In some examples, the central
computer 106 can represent one or more computing systems
(e.g., server systems) that can be geographically local to one
another or can be geographically distributed. In some
examples, an entity can include a member of an enterprise
(e.g., multiple entities working together in a common effort).
An example entity can include a company. An example enter-
prise can include a supply chain (e.g., multiple entities work-
ing together to provide an end product). In the example of
FIG. 1, an entity (e.g., entities 114, 116, 118, 120) can be a
company, partner, organization or supplier located in a supply
chain 122. For example, entity 114 is located before entity
116 in the supply chain 122. Entity 118 is located before
entity 120 in the supply chain 122. The supply chain 122
manufactures item 104. The item 104 along with any addi-
tional components can be introduced to each entity in the
supply chain 122 during the manufacturing process. In the
example of FIG. 1, the finished item will be output by entity
120 for subsequent delivery to a customer.

The item 104 can include an attached machine-readable
medium. In some implementations, a random number r may
be encoded in the machine-readable medium, such as radio
frequency identification (RFID) data, in a 2-dimensional (2D)
bar code, and/or in a QR code included with the item. As
discussed in further detail herein, the random number r is
associated with the particular item and can be used to
uniquely identify the item and corresponding endpoint data
stored in a repository provided by the third-party discovery
service.

In the illustrated example, the machine-readable medium
includes an RFID tag 124. A unique identification number can
be stored on the RFID tag 124 for the item 104. Each entity
along the supply chain 122 can generate and associate item-
level data with the item 104 as it is manufactured, or other-
wise process by the respective entity. The item-level data can
be associated with the item’s unique identification number for
storage in a local repository of the respective entity.

In some implementations, the central computer 106 is
located at an external service provider. Endpoint data that are
to be shared among entities in the supply chain 122 can be
encrypted and stored in the central database 112. Each entity
in the supply chain (the n entities in the supply chain 122) can
provide the shared endpoint data to the external service pro-
vider. In addition, the external service provider can manage
access to the shared endpoint data. For example, the central
database 112 may be cloud storage and the central computer
106 may be a cloud computing system hosted by a third party
or service provider. The cloud storage service provider can
manage and maintain the central database 112 where the
entities 114, 116, 118, 120 can store encrypted endpoint data
for sharing and exchanging among the entities 114, 116, 118,
120.

Each entity (e.g., entities 114, 116, 118, 120) can encrypt
and store endpoint data for an item used by the supply chain
122 in the manufacture of the product 104 in the central
database 112. The central database 112 can include a unique
identification number for each item and one or more tuples for
the item where each tuple includes endpoint data provided by
an entity in the supply chain. In some implementations, the
random number r included in the RFID tag (described with
reference to FIG. 2) or 2D bar code for the item can be the
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6

item’s identification number. The identification number can
be used as an index into the database that includes all of the
endpoint data for the item.

Each entity in the supply chain (the n entities in the supply
chain 122) can outsource their encrypted endpoint data to the
external service provider. The entity that owns the endpoint
data can manage the access to the encrypted endpoint data by
other entities as well as the service provider by using and
maintaining encryption keys. This can enable entities and
enterprises the ability to provide an encryption scheme
related to outsourced database security and searchable
encryption that can be used by multiple entities and enter-
prises.

Security requirements for the central database 112 can
prevent a party observing the central database 112 from track-
ing items in the central database 112. The security require-
ments can prevent an attacker that continuously monitors the
central database 112 from determining any information with
regard to the data stored in the central database 112. In addi-
tion, the entity that owns the data (the data owner) included in
the central database 112 can enforce various levels of access
control to the endpoint data for its items. For example, regard-
ing item 104, the data owner can provide access control to
endpoint data for item 104 to another entity based on their
level of trust with the other entity.

Specifying fine-granular access control for endpoint data,
and ultimately item-level data, can become unmanageable.
Consequently, entities can implement a visibility policy
model to efficiently specify access control to one or more
other entities. In some examples, a visibility policy can be
provided as an extension of attribute-based access control
(ABAC). In ABAC, the decision as to whether access to
particular data is granted can be determined based on
attributes of subject, object and environment. In some
examples, for each subject, object or environment, there is an
assignment ATTR( ) of a subset of the attributes. A policy rule
can be provided as a Boolean function of the attributes of
subject, object and environment of the request. If the function
evaluates to true, given the assignment of attributes, access is
granted. Otherwise access is denied.

In some implementations, in item-level sharing, subjects
can be entities and objects can be items. In some examples, an
entity (subject) can request access to data of a specific item
(object). Access can be granted, for example, if the item
(object) has been in possession of the entity (subject). In this
manner, visibility policies implement a combined subject,
object attribute. For example, AT'TR(s, 0) can be an assign-
ment function of combined subject, object attributes for sub-
jects and objecto. If object 0 has been in possession of subject
s, then “vis”€EATTR(s, 0). Policy rules efficiently implement-
ing visibility policies can be provided. For example, a policy
rule granting access to all supply chain partners, but exclud-
ing a competitor “Charlie,” can be provided as:

access(s,0)="vis"EATTR(s,0) A “Charlie”@ATTR(s)

In some implementations, in a first access level (A1), a data
owner can provide individual access to an entity for each tuple
of'endpoint data stored for the item 104 in the central database
112. The first level of data access control enables the data
owner to set the access level to each individual tuple of the
endpoint data.

In some implementations, in a second access level (A2), a
data owner can provide an entity access to all tuples of end-
point data for an item that the entity at one time possessed.
The data owner can allow or restrict the visibility of items on
an item-by-item basis to other entities that at one time may
have had possession of the item. This can allow one entity
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(e.g., the data owner) to provide endpoint data access to other
entities without having to set individually the access control
of each tuple of the endpoint data to each individual entity.
For example, entities, including the data owner, may then
engage in fair data sharing agreements for an item with one
another without the risk of disclosing sensitive or confidential
information, either directly or by inference, regarding each
individual item or entity.

In some examples, the second access level (A2) provides a
basic notion of visibility policies combined with an authori-
zation for a specific entity. An example, second access level
authorizing access by a specific entity, “Alice,” can expressed
as:

access(s,0)="vis"EATTR(s,0)/\ “Alice”EATTR(s)

Such visibility policies can be implemented using tuple-
level access control, while significantly reducing the number
of managed keys.

In some implementations, in a third access level (A3), a
data owner can provide an entity access to all tuples of end-
point data previously possessed by the data owner. For
example, the data owner can use the third level (A3) of access
control to allow trusted third parties (e.g., outsourced manu-
facturers, service providers or other third parties) full access
to all tuples of the endpoint data. In the case where the central
database 112 may be cloud storage and the central computer
106 may be a cloud computing system hosted by a third party
or service provider, the third access level (A3) may be used
between a data owner and the service provider in order for the
service provider to manage and maintain the central database
112.

In some examples, the third access level (A3) implements
access control orthogonal to visibility policies based on the
ownership of the data in ones data repository. Using an
example, the entity “Alice” can the service provider and the
entity “Bob” can be the entity granting access to data. The
third access control level (A3) can be expressed based on the
following example:

access(s,0)="“Bob”EATTR(0) A “Alice”EATTR(s)

In accordance with the present disclosure, each entity can
utilize cryptographic processes and algorithms to enable the
secure handling of endpoint data among entities. Cryptogra-
phy involves the design and analysis of mathematical tech-
niques that can enable secure communications in the presence
of' malicious adversaries. The use of cryptographic processes
and algorithms by a data owner can prevent unwanted entities
from accessing endpoint data stored in a central repository. In
some implementations, symmetrical encryption can involve
communicating entities to agree on secret and authentic key-
ing material for use in encrypting and decrypting data
exchanged between the communicating entities. For
example, symmetrical encryption can be used for each tuple
of data exchanged between the communicating entities. In
some implementations, asymmetrical encryption can use a
public-key scheme where communicating entities exchange
keying material that is authentic but not secret. Each entity
selects a single key pair that includes the public key and a
related private key kept secret by the entity. A key pair can be
associated with each tuple of data exchanged between enti-
ties. The use of symmetrical and asymmetrical encryption, as
described, assumes a key or key pair for each tuple for each
entity. Entities, when sharing data, would exchange a key or
key pair for each tuple of data shared. For example, a supply
chain may produce millions of items utilizing hundreds of
supply chain partners (entities) resulting in the use of a large

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

number of cryptographic keys, as a cryptographic key for
each tuple would be exchanged between entities for each
entity.

In some implementations, and in order to reduce the num-
ber of cryptographic keys while enabling the secure handling
of'endpoint data among entities, a cryptographic scheme can
use the random number r as the unique identifier for an item
along with two cryptographic keys. Communicating entities
can perform a one-time exchange of cryptographic keys
where new or additional items or tuples would not need an
exchange of new cryptographic keys between the communi-
cating entities. In addition, the encrypted endpoint data can be
stored in a central repository accessible by both trusted and
untrusted entities, but protected from access by any untrusted
entities and even the third party service provider.

FIG. 2 is a diagram of example data that can be provided
from a machine-readable medium (e.g., RFID tag 124) asso-
ciated with an item 104. The RFID tag 124 can include a
unique tag identifier id 204 that remains unchanged through-
out the supply chain. Random number r 206 can be a unique
number associated with the item 104. For example, the ran-
dom number r 206 can be written to the RFID tag 124 during
the manufacturing process. An entity in possession of the item
104 can access and read the id 204 and the random number r
206 from the RFID tag 124. During a manufacturing process,
data can be accumulated during each value added step in the
supply chain. Each entity along the supply chain can store the
data accumulated during the value added step performed by
the entity in the supply chain as item-level data. As discussed
in further detail below, each entity can store the item-level
data in a local data repository.

In some implementations, the item 104 may include, alter-
natively or in addition to the RFID tag 124, a 2D barcode or
other non-electronic tracking method. In these implementa-
tions, a unique identifier for the item 104 may also be the
random number r associated with the item 104 and encoded in
the 2D barcode.

Tuples (I, D) in a cryptographic scheme can include two
values: a unique identifier, 1, representative of the combina-
tion of one item with one entity, and encrypted endpoint data
D. The unique identifier, 1, for the item can be used to locate
and identify the encrypted endpoint data D within the central
repository. For example, the unique identifier, I, can be used
as an index to a data table of encrypted endpoint data included
in a database or central repository. The unique identifier, I,
can be used to query for the encrypted endpoint data D from
the central repository.

FIG. 3 is a diagram depicting example steps for secure
sharing of item-level data in accordance with the present
disclosure. For example, an entity 302 receives or produces
the item 104 that includes the RFID tag 124 (step A). The
entity 302 collects first item-level data regarding the item 104
and stores the first item-level data in a local repository 304
(step B). The entity 302 encrypts first endpoint data that
reflects the location of the first item-level data and stores the
encrypted first endpoint data in the central database 112 ofthe
central computer 106 (step C) in the form of tuples (I, D). The
entity 302 forwards the item 104 to an entity 306 (step D). The
entity 306 collects second item-level data regarding the item
104 and stores the second item-level data in a local repository
308 (step E). The entity 306 encrypts second endpoint data
that reflects the location of the second item-level data and
stores the encrypted second endpoint data in the central data-
base 112 of the central computer 106 (step F) in the form of
tuples (1, D).

The entity 302 can submit a query to the service provider
(to the computer 106) requesting encrypted endpoint data
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associated with the particular item and can receive the
encrypted endpoint data in response (step G). For example,
the entity 302 can receive the encrypted second endpoint data
provided by the entity 306. The entity 302 can decrypt the
encrypted second endpoint data to read the second endpoint
data. By reading the second endpoint data, the entity 302 can
become aware that item-level data is available from the entity
306 and/or that item-level data is stored in the repository 308.
The entity 302 can request item-level data from the entity 306
(step H). In response, the entity 306 can authenticate the
entity 302 (e.g., determine whether the entity 302 is allowed
access to the item-level data) and can provide the second
item-level data to the entity 302 (step H).

Similarly, the entity 306 can submit a query to the service
provider (to the computer 106) requesting encrypted endpoint
data associated with the particular item and can receive the
encrypted endpoint data in response. For example, the entity
306 can receive the encrypted first endpoint data provided by
the entity 302. The entity 306 can decrypt the encrypted first
endpoint data to read the first endpoint data. By reading the
first endpoint data, the entity 306 can become aware that
item-level data is available from the entity 302 and/or that
item-level data is stored in the repository 304. The entity 306
can request item-level data from the entity 302. In response,
the entity 302 can authenticate the entity 306 (e.g., determine
whether the entity 306 is allowed access to the item-level
data) and can provide the second item-level data to the entity
306.

In some implementations, a cryptographic scheme can use
the random number r 206 included on the RFID tag 124 for
the item 104 in order to identify the item 104. Each entity that
may possess the item 104 at any time can access the random
numberr 206, for example, by scanning the RFID tag 124. For
example, g, an accumulator function, can be a generator of
cyclic group G, of prime order p. The Decisional Diffie-
Hellman (DDH) assumption holds true in G. The DDH
assumption is a computational hardness assumption regard-
ing a particular problem related to discrete logarithms in
cyclic groups. It can be assumed that the DDH problem in G,,
is difficult.

For example, if given values g, g%, g’, g°€G, it is not
computationally feasible to determine whether c=ab. For
example, entity 302 can be referred to as company i. Com-
pany i selects two private keys, a, and b, in the multiplicative
group of prime integers, Z*,. Company i can use the two
private keys, a, and b,, to compute a public key g% and a
semi-public key g”,. Company i collects endpoint data x that
reflects a location of stored item-level data regarding item
104, where item 104 can be identified by random number r.
Company i computes a public key for the item 104 as g“,” and
a semi-public key for the item 104 as g®,". A pseudo-random
function (PRF) can map G, to encryption keys. For example,
Ex can denote encryption in a symmetrical encryption
scheme using key K. Company i can store the endpoint data x
in the central database 112 as encrypted data D using the
computed keys as an index to the location in the central
database 112 based on the unique identifier I, where (I, D)=
"/, EPRF(gbi ’)(X))~

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example process 400
that can be executed to encrypt endpoint data for storage in a
central database. The process 400 can be described with ref-
erence to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. The process 400 can be provided
by one or more computer programs that are executed using
one or more computing devices.

The process 400 begins by identifying an item (402). Item-
level data associated with the item can be generated and
stored (404). For example, a company or the data owner (the
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entity 302 which can be referred to as company i) can be in
possession of the item and can generate and store item-level
data associated with the item in a local repository (e.g., the
repository 304). Endpoint data x associated with the stored
item-level data is generated (405). A random number r is
determined (406). For example, the entity 302 scans the RFID
tag 124 to determine the random number r 206 associated
with the item 104.

A first integer, a, is selected (408). A second integer, b, is
selected (410). For example, in preparing to encrypt the end-
point data X in a tuple, the entity 302 selects a first integer, a,
and a second integer, b, where a and b are included in the
multiplicative group of prime integers, Z*,,. A public key, g%,
is generated (412). A semi-public key, g?, is generated (414).
For example, an accumulator function, g, can be a generator
of cyclic group G, of prime order p where g, g%, g?, g°€G. In
some examples, steps 408, 410, 412 and 414 are performed
during a setup stage. Consequently, and in such examples, the
steps 408, 410, 412 and 414 are not repeated for each item.

An identifier, 1, is generated (416). For example, the entity
302 can generate identifier [=g“ " for the item 104. A key K is
generated (418). For example, the entity 302 can generate a
key K where E, can denote encryption in a symmetrical
encryption scheme using key K and a pseudo-random func-
tion (PRF) can map G, to the encryption key K. The entity 302
can generate a public key for the item 104 as g* and a
semi-public key for the item 104 as g””. Endpoint data is
encrypted (420). For example, company 302 can encrypt the
endpoint data x using the key K resulting in encrypted end-
point data D=E . » -(x). A tuple is defined (422). For
example, the tuple (Iig]j))is defined equalto (g, Epxr r)(x)).
The tuple is transmitted to the central repository (4f4) For
example, the entity 302 transmits the tuple (I, D) to the central
computer 106 for storage in the central database 112. The
process 400 ends.

In some implementations, a third party can select the first
and second integers and can generate the public key and the
semi-public key. For example, the third party can generate the
encryption information and provide the encryption informa-
tion to each of the entities involved in the supply chain.

In some examples, and referring again to FIGS. 1 and 3, in
order for the entity 306 (which can be referred to as company
i+1) to access and decrypt the encrypted endpoint data, com-
pany i+1 obtains access privileges from the entity 302 (also
referred to as company 1). Company i can grant access to the
stored encrypted endpoint data in the central database 112 to
company i+1 at one of the previously described access levels.

In some implementations, company i may grant company
i+1 access to the stored encrypted endpoint data for item 104
ata firstaccess level (A1). Company i, the data owner, reveals
and shares the semi-private key g®” for a specific tuple of
endpoint data for the item 104. Company i+1 calculates iden-
tifier, I=(g® )" using the public key g%, and the random number
r associated with the item 104. Company i+1 may query the
central database 112 for the tuple (I, D) located at the index in
the database using identifier I. Company i+1 can receive the
encrypted endpoint data from the central database 112 and
can decrypt the encrypted endpoint data D in the tuple (I, D)
using the semi-private key g”,”.

For example, referring again to FIGS. 1 and 2, in order for
the entity 306 to access the tuple (I, D) stored to the central
database 112 by the entity 302, the entity 306 needs to know
the random number r 206 for the item 104. For example, the
entity 306 can determine the random number r 206 for the
item 104 by scanning the RFID tag 124 on the item 104 once
the entity 306 purchases, receives, or is otherwise in posses-
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sion of the item 104. The entity 306 can determine the public
key g®/ for the item 104 based on the public key g*,.

In some examples, the entity 306 can obtain the public key
g, by various means. For example, the entity 306 can access
a web site for the entity 302 that may provide the public key
g to download or in the form of a certificate. In another
example, the entity 306 can obtain the public key g%, by direct
contact with the entity 302. For example, the entity 302 can
electronically transmit (e.g., via email) the public key g7, to
the entity 306. The entity 306 can use the public key g%, as an
index into the central database 112 in order to locate the
encrypted endpoint data D=E,, pb (x), where x is the
decrypted endpoint data. The entity 303 can reveal the semi-
public key g, to the entity 306, for example, after the entity
306 purchases the item 104 from the entity 302. The entity
306 can calculate the semi-private key g?/” for the item 104 by
using the random number r 206 associated with the item 104.
The entity 306 can calculate E . using the semi-public key
g?7 in order to obtain the endpoint data x.

In some implementations, company i may grant company
i+1 access to the stored encrypted endpoint data D the item
104 at a second access level (A2). Company i, the data owner,
reveals and shares the semi-public key g”,. Company i+1 can
compute key K=PRF((g”?)") and identifier I=(g))" for all
tuples (I, D) for the item 104 using the random number r
associated with the item 104. Company i+1 can query each
tuple (I, D) located at the index in the database using the
identifier I. Company i+1 can receive the encrypted endpoint
data D and can decrypt the encrypted endpoint data D using
the key K for each item identified by identifier I.

In some implementations, company i can grant company
i+1 access to the stored encrypted endpoint data for item 104
at a third access level (A3). Company i, the data owner,
reveals and shares the semi-public key g°, and the random
number r for all endpoint data previously possessed by the
data owner. For each item, company i+1 can query the tuple
located at the index in the database using the identifier I for
each item. Company i+1 can receive the encrypted endpoint
data D and can decrypt the encrypted endpoint data D using
the key K for each item identified by identifier I. For example,
company i+1 may be a service provider for a cloud computing
system that may manage the data stored in cloud storage
included in the cloud computing system.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example process 500
that can be executed to decrypt endpoint data stored in and
retrieved from a central database. The process 500 can be
described with reference to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. The process 500
can be provided by one or more computer programs that are
executed using one or more computing devices.

In some examples, the process 500 can begin by receiving
akey K (502). For example, is a first access level (A1) is being
granted, the key K can be received. For example, the entity
306, which can be referred to as company i+1, can receive the
item 104 from the entity 302, which can be referred to as
company i. The entity 302 can determine the access level to
grant to the entity 306 for the endpoint data stored in the
central database 112. The key provided by the entity 302 to
the entity 306 can be based on the access level granted.

One or more public keys g¢ are identified (504). For
example, the entity 306 can obtain the public key g for the
entity 302 by various means previously described. For
example, if the entity 302 grants the entity 306 a first access
level (A1), the entity 302 reveals a key K=PRF((g”)") to the
entity 306 for the specific item 104 associated with the ran-
dom number r. For example, if the entity 302 grants the entity
306 a second access level (A2), the entity 302 reveals a
semi-public key g”. The entity 306 can compute key K=PRF
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((g®)") and identifier I=(g®)" for all tuples (I, D) for the item
104 using the random number r associated with the item 104.
A query is generated based on the random numberr (506). For
example, the entity 306 can query each tuple (I, D) located at
the index in the database using the identifier I for the item 104
associated with the random number r. The query is transmit-
ted to a third party (508). For example, a client-side comput-
ing device included in the entity 304 can transmit the query by
way of network 102 to the central computer 106. For example,
the central computer 106 may be a cloud computing system
that includes cloud storage. The cloud computing system may
be managed by a third party or service provider. One or more
tuples arereceived (510). For example, as a result of the query
central computer 106 can return one or more tuples (e.g.,
tuple (I, D)) for the item. The encrypted endpoint data D can
be decrypted (512). For example, the entity 306 can use the
keys determined in the previous steps to decrypt the
encrypted endpoint data D included in a tuple (I, D) to deter-
mine the item-level data x. Item-level data can be requested
based on the decrypted endpoint data (514). For example, the
entity 306 can determine the location of item-level data based
on the endpoint data and can submit a request (e.g., to the
entity 302) for access to the item-level data.

In some cases, an entity having access to multiple items in
the central database 112 could result in the entity forging
entries for the data owner for the items it can access. For
example, company i+1, knowing the public and semi-private
keys along with the random number r, can determine the
identifier [to locate the encrypted data D. As company i+1 can
decrypt the endpoint data, company i+1 can also encrypt
endpoint data and store the encrypted endpoint data at the
index in the central database 112 identified by the identifier .
In order to preserve the integrity of the encrypted data, com-
pany i can further maintain a private key c,. For example, let
h be a generator of group G',, also of prime order p. When the
data owner stores the encrypted data (Epz 7 2, r)(x)) at the index
for the identifier I (g%,”) in the central database 112, the data
owner also provides the key h?,"," to the central database 112.
For example, public key h°, can be a public key for company
i. In order to verify the integrity of the data provided by the
data owner, the central database can use a bilinear map. A
bilinear map is a function &: GxG'—G. The bilinear map is
bilinear for g&G and h&G'. The function € exhibits the fol-
lowing property where &(g®, h®)=&(g, h),,. The bilinear map is
non-degenerate as &(g, h)=1 is a generator of G;. The bilinear
mayp is computable, as there is an efficient algorithm to com-
pute &(g, h) for all g=G and heG'. It may be assumed that the
Symmetric External Diffie-Hellman (SXDH) assumption in
G and G' holds. Examples of bilinear maps that exhibit the
characteristics and properties described are Modified Weil or
Tate pairings on super-singular elliptic curves. The central
database 112 verifies that &(g®, h°)=é(g, h* ). Once the
bilinear map function is verified, the central database 112 can
allow company i to write data to the database location. For
example, the SXDH assumption holds as there exists a bilin-
ear map &: GxG'—=Gy and the DDH assumption holds in G
and G'.

In order for an entity to obtain the encrypted endpoint data
D for a particular item of interest, the entity needs to have
information regarding the item (e.g., the random number r
associated with the item). For example, referring to FIG. 3, if
the entity 306 (company i+1) wants to obtain the endpoint
data for the item 104 from the central database 112, the entity
306 can query the central database 112 for the item 104. In
some implementations, the entity 306 might not know that the
entity 302 (company i) possessed the item 104. The entity 306
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queries the central database 112 to obtain the encrypted end-
point data D before decrypting the endpoint data D.

For example, let C be a set of all entities that may have
possessed an item (e.g., all companies in a particular industry
segment). Company i can generate a tuple of the form (I,
D)=(g%/, Ex(X)), where company i is included in the set of all
entities (IEC) and E .- can denote encryption in a symmetrical
encryption scheme using key K. The entity 306 (company
i+1), knowing the random number r 206 associated with the
item 104 (e.g., by reading the RFID tag 124), can query the
central database 112 for the endpoint data tuple associated
with the random number r 206. The database query can be
performed in a number of different ways.

In some implementations, a client-side computing device
can perform calculations to obtain the encrypted endpoint
data D from a central repository. Each entity included in the
set of entities that may have possessed an item (iEC) can use
a public key g“ to calculate an identifier [=g®,” for the item
where the random number r is associated with the item. The
company can use the identifier I as an index into the central
repository to retrieve the corresponding encrypted endpoint
data D from the central repository.

For example, referring to FIG. 3, the entity 306 (company
i+1) can include a client-side computing device (not shown)
that can communicate with the central computer 106 by way
of the network 102 to obtain the encrypted endpoint data D
from the central database 112. The client-side computing
device can use the public key g“ to calculate the identifier
I=g?® for the item associated with the random number r. The
entity 306 can use the calculated identifier I as an index into
the central database 112 to retrieve the corresponding
encrypted endpoint data D from the central database 112. The
central server 110 included in the central computer 106 can
use the identifier I as the index into the central database 112.
The central server 110 parses all data included in the central
database 112 in order to obtain the encrypted endpoint data D.

In some implementations, a server-side computing device
can perform calculations to obtain the encrypted endpoint
data D from a central repository. Each entity included in the
set of entities that may have possessed an item (iEC) can
calculate g” as the company knows the random number r
associated with the item of interest. The entity can provide g”
to the server-side computing device. The server-side comput-
ing device can query the central repository for all endpoint
data for the entities included in the set of entities C. This can
be a subset of all of the data stored in the central repository.
Using the public key g% and g” provided by the entity, the
server-side computing device can return the encrypted end-
point data D for the case where é(g”, g%,)=—=é(g, g%,).

For example, referring to FIG. 3, the entity 306 (company
i+1) can include a client-side computing device (not shown)
that can communicate with the central computer 106 by way
of the network 102 to obtain the encrypted endpoint data D
from the central database 112. The client-side computing
device can calculate g” as the entity 306 knows the random
number r associated with the item of interest. For example,
the client-side computing device can read the RFID tag 124
for the item 104 to determine the random number r 206, where
the item 104 is the item of interest. The client-side computing
device included at the entity 306 can provide g’ to the central
computer 106 by way of network 102. The central server 110
included in the central computer 106 can query the central
database 112 for all endpoint data for the entities included in
the set of entities C. This can be a subset of all of the data
stored in the central database 112. Using the public key g%
and g” provided by the client-side computing device, the
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central server 110 can return the encrypted endpoint data D to
the client-side computing device for the case where &(g’,
g)—=eg. %)

In some implementations, the identifier I of the tuple of the
predecessor entity P (company i-1) and the identifier I of the
tuple of the successor entity S (company i+1) can additionally
be encrypted and stored in the tuple for the current entity
(company 1). For example, company i can store (I, D, P,
S)=(g%/, E(x), E(g%,_,), E(g%.,,")) for an item with the asso-
ciated random number r using the public key g“ and the
random number r for the item. Each entity included in the set
of'entities C (1€C), with appropriate access rights to the data
included in the central database 112, can follow the endpoint
data for an item of interest associated with the random num-
ber r up and down the supply chain as it transitions from one
entity to another. For example, the predecessor entity P (com-
pany i-1) cansell, or otherwise provide the item to the current
entity (company 1) that can then sell, or otherwise provide the
item to the successor entity S (company i+1)). The entity can
obtain the endpoint data for the particular item by querying
the central repository for endpoint data for the item by fol-
lowing the item along the supply chain and accumulating the
endpoint data in a chaining process. Using the chaining pro-
cess for obtaining endpoint data can require a client-side
computer included in the company performing the query to
decrypt the endpoint data at each step along the supply chain
in order to determine the next query to perform. Using the
chaining process, the server-side computing device need not
parse all of the data in the central repository in order to
determine the endpoint data for the particular item.

For example, referring to FIG. 3, the entity 306 can include
a client-side computing device (not shown) that can commu-
nicate with the central computer 106 by way of the network
102 to obtain the encrypted endpoint data D from the central
database 112. The client-side computing device can know the
random number r associated with the item of interest. For
example, the client-side computing device can read the RFID
tag 124 for the item 104 to determine the random number r
206, where the item 104 is the item of interest. The client-side
computing device included in the entity 306 can provide the
random number r to the central computer 106 by way of
network 102. The central server 110 included in the central
computer 106 can query the central database 112 to determine
I, D,P,S) (g%, E(x), E(g*,_, "), E(g“,,,")) for an item with the
associated random number r using the public key g% and the
random number r for the item. The entity 306 having the
appropriate access rights to the encrypted endpoint data D
included in the central database 112 can follow the endpoint
data for an item of interest associated with the random num-
ber r up and down the supply chain as it transitions from one
entity to another. Using this process for obtaining endpoint
data can include a client-side computer at the entity 306 to
perform the query to decrypt the endpoint data at each step
along the supply chain in order to determine the next query to
perform. In some implementations, the entity 306 may be a
company along the supply chain.

In some implementations, if an entity queries for tuples
corresponding to one item located in cloud storage included
in a cloud computing system hosted by a third party or service
provider, the service provider might try to infer which tuples
belong to the item, and thus infer the length of the supply
chain. In some cases, inferring by the service provider of the
length of the supply chain may be avoided by querying the
tuples of many items at once or by including random tuples
from other items in the query.

Each process for performing a database query to obtain the
encrypted endpoint data D can be beneficial dependent on
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system configuration and performance requirements. For
example, having a client-side computing device use the pub-
lic key g, to calculate the identifier I=g“,” for the item asso-
ciated with the random number r places the burden of the
calculation of the identifier I on the client-side computing
device. In some implementations, the client-side computing
device might not perform the calculation efficiently. In addi-
tion, once the server-side computing device receives the iden-
tifier I, the server-side computing device parses the entire
central repository to determine the encrypted endpoint data D
for the item with the identifier I. This may involve parsing
data in the central repository for entities not included in the set
of entities C, where (i€C). In some implementations, the
server-side computing device may provide parallelism in
order to decrease the time needed to parse the central reposi-
tory to determine the encrypted endpoint data D for the item
with the identifier 1. Parallelism can involve the use of mul-
tiple processing devices in parallel to perform a certain task
thereby decreasing the run time for the performance of the
task (e.g., the parsing and fetching of data from a central
repository). In some cases, the database included in the cen-
tral repository may be replicated in order to perform parallel-
ization where the runtime for fetching tuples may decrease by
a factor of n when fetching 1/n of all tuples in parallel from n
computing devices with the same data.

When using the chaining process to retrieve endpoint data
tuples for a particular item, the runtime of the chaining pro-
cess may be dependent on the amount of time it takes the
server-side computing device to fetch the identified tuples
from the central repository along with the amount of time it
takes the server-side computing device to decrypt the (I, D)
for the tuple of the previous entity P(g”,", E(g®,_,")) and the (I,
D) for the tuple for the successor entity S (g%, E(g%,,)- In
addition, the amount of time it takes the server-side comput-
ing device to fetch the identified tuples and to decrypt the (I,
D) for the tuples of the previous entity P and the successor
entity S increases linearly with the size of the number of
entities that possessed the item associated with the random
number r. For each entity that possessed the item, where the
entity is included in the set of all entities that possessed the
item, the server-side computing device fetches one tuple from
the central repository and decrypts two values: the (I, D) for
the tuple of the previous entity P and the (I, D) for the tuple of
the successor entity S. As described with respect to the server-
side computing device parsing the database using the identi-
fier I as an index to fetch the endpoint data tuples for the item,
the use of parallelization in the chaining process may not
decrease the runtime needed as each step to find and fetch a
tuple needs data from the previous step. Therefore, though the
chaining process may parse a subset of the data included in
the database (e.g., the endpoint data for only one item as it
moves through the supply chain), parallelization may
improve the performance of the data parsing and fetching
processes that parse the entire database as the computational
burden can be distributed among multiple computers by rep-
licating the database and fetching the tuples in parallel.

Referring now to FIG. 6, a schematic diagram of an
example computing system 600 is provided. The system 600
can be used for the operations described in association with
the implementations described herein. For example, the sys-
tem 600 may be included in any or all of the server compo-
nents discussed herein. The system 600 includes a processor
610, a memory 620, a storage device 630, and an input/output
device 640. Each of the components 610, 620, 630, and 640
are interconnected using a system bus 650. The processor 610
is capable of processing instructions for execution within the
system 600. In one implementation, the processor 610 is a
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single-threaded processor. In another implementation, the
processor 610 is a multi-threaded processor. The processor
610 is capable of processing instructions stored in the
memory 620 or on the storage device 630 to display graphical
information for a user interface on the input/output device
640.

The memory 620 stores information within the system 600.
In one implementation, the memory 620 is a computer-read-
able medium. In one implementation, the memory 620 is a
volatile memory unit. In another implementation, the
memory 620 is a non-volatile memory unit. The storage
device 630 is capable of providing mass storage for the sys-
tem 600. In one implementation, the storage device 630 is a
computer-readable medium. In various different implemen-
tations, the storage device 630 may be a floppy disk device, a
hard disk device, an optical disk device, or a tape device. The
input/output device 640 provides input/output operations for
the system 600. In one implementation, the input/output
device 640 includes a keyboard and/or pointing device. In
another implementation, the input/output device 640 includes
a display unit for displaying graphical user interfaces.

The features described can be implemented in digital elec-
tronic circuitry, or in computer hardware, firmware, software,
or in combinations of them. The apparatus can be imple-
mented in a computer program product tangibly embodied in
an information carrier, e.g., in a machine-readable storage
device, for execution by a programmable processor; and
method steps can be performed by a programmable processor
executing a program of instructions to perform functions of
the described implementations by operating on input data and
generating output. The described features can be imple-
mented advantageously in one or more computer programs
that are executable on a programmable system including at
least one programmable processor coupled to receive data
and instructions from, and to transmit data and instructions to,
a data storage system, at least one input device, and at least
one output device. A computer program is a set of instructions
that can be used, directly or indirectly, in a computer to
perform a certain activity or bring about a certain result. A
computer program can be written in any form of program-
ming language, including compiled or interpreted languages,
and it can be deployed in any form, including as a stand-alone
program or as a module, component, subroutine, or other unit
suitable for use in a computing environment.

Suitable processors for the execution of a program of
instructions include, by way of example, both general and
special purpose microprocessors, and the sole processor or
one of multiple processors of any kind of computer. Gener-
ally, a processor will receive instructions and data from a
read-only memory or a random access memory or both. The
essential elements of a computer are a processor for executing
instructions and one or more memories for storing instruc-
tions and data. Generally, a computer will also include, or be
operatively coupled to communicate with, one or more mass
storage devices for storing data files; such devices include
magnetic disks, such as internal hard disks and removable
disks; magneto-optical disks; and optical disks. Storage
devices suitable for tangibly embodying computer program
instructions and data include all forms of non-volatile
memory, including by way of example semiconductor
memory devices, such as EPROM, EEPROM, and flash
memory devices; magnetic disks such as internal hard disks
and removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-ROM
and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory can be
supplemented by, or incorporated in, ASICs (application-
specific integrated circuits).
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To provide for interaction with a user, the features can be
implemented on a computer having a display device such as a
CRT (cathode ray tube) or LCD (liquid crystal display) moni-
tor for displaying information to the user and a keyboard and
apointing device such as a mouse or a trackball by which the
user can provide input to the computer.

The features can be implemented in a computer system that
includes a back-end component, such as a data server, or that
includes a middleware component, such as an application
server or an Internet server, or that includes a front-end com-
ponent, such as a client computer having a graphical user
interface or an Internet browser, or any combination of them.
The components of the system can be connected by any form
or medium of digital data communication such as a commu-
nication network. Examples of communication networks
include, e.g., alLAN, a WAN, and the computers and networks
forming the Internet.

The computer system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a network, such as the described
one. The relationship of client and server arises by virtue of
computer programs running on the respective computers and
having a client-server relationship to each other.

In addition, the logic flows depicted in the figures do not
require the particular order shown, or sequential order, to
achieve desirable results. In addition, other steps may be
provided, or steps may be eliminated, from the described
flows, and other components may be added to, or removed
from, the described systems. Accordingly, other implemen-
tations are within the scope of the following claims.

A number of implementations of the present disclosure
have been described. Nevertheless, it will be understood that
various modifications may be made without departing from
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure. Accordingly,
other implementations are within the scope of the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method of sharing data in a
supply chain, the data corresponding to an item having a tag
associated therewith, the method comprising:

storing, by one or more processors, item-level data in a

computer-readable repository of a first entity, the item-
level data being associated with the item and being gen-
erated by the first entity;
determining, by the one or more processors, endpoint data
associated with the item-level data, the endpoint data
indicating a location where the item-level data is stored
in the computer-readable repository of the first entity;

determining, by the one or more processors, a random
number from the tag, the random number being encoded
on the tag and being unique to the item;
selecting, by the one or more processors, a first integer and
a second integer;

generating, by the one or more processors, a first public key
based on the first integer and a semi-public key based on
the second integer, the first public key comprising
authentic keying material that is not secret and is
exchanged with a plurality of entities communicating
with the first entity and the semi-public key being shared
with one or more of the plurality of entities in association
with a purchase of the item;

generating, by the one or more processors, an identifier

based on the first public key and the random number;
generating, by the one or more processors, a key based on

the semi-public key and the random number;
encrypting, by the one or more processors, the endpoint

data using the key to provide encrypted endpoint data;
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defining, by the one or more processors, a tuple comprising
the identifier and the encrypted endpoint data; and

transmitting the tuple over a network for storage in a per-
sistent storage device that is accessible by one or more
second entities of the supply chain for submitting que-
ries to retrieve the encrypted endpoint data to access the
item-level data from the computer-readable repository
of the first entity.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating a
value based on the semi-public key and the random number,
wherein generating the key is based on a pseudo-random
function that maps the value to the key.
3. The method of claim 1, further comprising providing the
first public key to a second party, the second party seeking
access to the encrypted data.
4. The method of claim 3, further comprising transmitting
the semi-public key to a second party, the second party seek-
ing access to the encrypted endpoint data.
5. The method of claim 4, further comprising transmitting
the random number to the second party.
6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
generating a third integer;
generating a second public key based on the first integer,
the third integer, and the random number; and

transmitting the second public key over the network for
storage in the persistent storage device, the second pub-
lickey used by the persistent storage device to determine
the storing of the tuple.
7. The method of claim 1, wherein a first party generates
the key and transmits the key to a second party to enable the
second party to access to the tuple for the item.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein a first party generates
the key and the identifier and transmits the key and the iden-
tifier to a second party to enable the second party to access
data corresponding to items that the second party possessed.
9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first entity generates
the key and the identifier and transmits the key and the iden-
tifier to the one or more second entities to enable the one or
more second entities to access data corresponding to items
that the first entity possessed.
10. The method of claim 1, wherein the tag comprises a
machine-readable medium comprising at least one of a radio
frequency identification (RFID) tag, a 2-dimensional (2D)
bar code, and/or a QR code.
11. A computer-implemented method of sharing data in a
supply chain, the data corresponding to an item having a tag
associated therewith, the method comprising:
receiving, by one or more processors, at least one of a key
and a semi-public key from a second party, the semi-
public key being shared with one or more parties in the
supply chain in association with a purchase of the item;

identifying, by the one or more processors, a public key
associated with the second party, the public key com-
prising authentic keying material that is not secret and is
exchanged with a plurality of parties in the supply chain
communicating with the second party;

generating, by the one or more processors, a query based on

arandom number, the random number being encoded on
the tag and being unique to the item;

transmitting, by the one or more processors, the query over

anetwork to a third party that is accessible by entities of
the supply chain for submitting queries to retrieve
encrypted endpoint data;

receiving, from the third party, one or more tuples identi-

fied by the third party based on the query, each tuple of
the one or more tuple comprising respective encrypted
endpoint data to access item-level data from a computer-
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readable repository of a first party, the item-level data
being associated with the item and being generated by
the first party; and

decrypting, by the one or more processors, the encrypted

endpoint data based on at least one of the key and the
semi-public key to provide endpoint data, the endpoint
data indicating respective locations where the item-level
data is stored in the computer-readable repository of the
first party.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

generating a request for item-level data associated with the

item; and

transmitting the request based on a location indicated by

the endpoint data.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising receiving,
in response to the request, the item-level data.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising determin-
ing an identifier based on the public key and a random num-
ber, the random number being unique to the item, the query
comprising the identifier.

15. The method of claim 11, further comprising generating
a value based on the random number, the query comprising
the value.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein the first party gener-
ates the key and transmits the key to a second party to enable
the second party to access to the tuple for the item.

17. The method of claim 11, wherein the first party gener-
ates the key and the identifier and transmits the key and the
identifier to a second party to enable the second party to
access to data corresponding to items that the second party
possessed.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the first party gener-
ates the key and the identifier and transmits the key and the
identifier to a second party to enable the second party to
access data corresponding to items that the first party pos-
sessed.

19. The method of claim 11, wherein the tag comprises a
machine-readable medium comprising at least one of a the
machine-readable medium, such as radio frequency identifi-
cation (RFID) data, in a 2-dimensional (2D) bar code, and/or
in a QR code.

20. A system for sharing data in a supply chain, the data
corresponding to an item having a tag associated therewith,
the system comprising:
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one or more computers; and
a computer-readable medium coupled to the one or more
computers having instructions stored thereon which,
when executed by the one or more computers, cause the
one or more computers to perform operations compris-
ing:
storing item-level data in a computer-readable reposi-
tory of a first entity, the item-level data being associ-
ated with the item and being generated by the first
entity;
determining endpoint data associated with the item-
level data, the endpoint data indicating a location
where the item-level data is stored in the computer-
readable repository of the first entity;

determining a random number from the tag, the random
number being encoded on the tag and being unique to
the item;

selecting a first integer and a second integer;

generating a first public key based on the first integer and
a semi-public key based on the second integer, the first
public key comprising authentic keying material that
is not secret and is exchanged with a plurality of
entities communicating with the first entity and the
semi-public key being shared with one or more of the
plurality of entities in association with a purchase of
the item;

generating an identifier based on the first public key and
the random number;

generating a key based on the semi-public key and the
random number;

encrypting the endpoint data using the key to provide
encrypted endpoint data;

defining a tuple comprising the identifier and the
encrypted endpoint data; and

transmitting the tuple over a network for storage in a
persistent storage device that is accessible by one or
more second entities of the supply chain for submit-
ting queries to retrieve the encrypted endpoint data to
access the item-level data from the computer-readable
repository of the first entity.
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